
RANCHO SIMI RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 

JOINT PARK DISTRICT/HISTORICAL SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
ACTIVITY CENTER- ACTIVITY ROOM #1 
4201 GUARDIAN ST., SIMI VALLEY, CA 

MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2020 
5:30P.M. 

In compliance with the revised Public Meeting laws enacted by the State of 
California to meet the "Stay Well at Home" social distancing requirements which 
restrict gatherings to slow the spread of the novel Coronavirus COVID-19 
pandemic, this meeting may be attended telephonically. Anyone who wishes to 
listen, speak, or provide comments telephonically are encouraged to call 877-304-
9269, guest pass code 847795, where they will be connected to the meeting. 
Members of the public may also participate by providing written comments to the 
Joint Park District/Historical Society Committee by sending an e-mail to Wayne 
(wayne@rsrpd.us) by Noon on Monday, August 3, 2020. 

MINUTES 

I. CALL TO ORDER: At 5:28 p.m., Director of Planning and Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka 
accessed the telephonic meeting phone number to enable members of the public to attend the 
meeting telephonically. No members of the public accessed the meeting telephonically. The 
meeting was called to order by RSRPD Director Elaine Freeman at 5:30 p.m. In attendance 
were Simi Valley Historical Society President Linda Bosley, Secretary Karen Olson, Past 
President Vicki Spilka, and the following RSRPD Staff: Board Member Kate O'Brien, 
Director of Planning and Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka, and Administrative Secretary Barbara 
Meinel. 

II. PUBLIC DISCUSSION: None 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE JULY 6, 2020 MEETING: Secretary Olson moved 
to approve the minutes as presented; Past President Spilka seconded the motion. Motion 
passed unanimously. 

IV. STATUS OF REPLACEMENT OF THE ADOBE ROOF: Director of Planning and 
Maintenance Nakaoka told the Committee that funds for the roof replacement project have 
been allocated, and the plans to submit to the Cultural Heritage Board are being worked 
on. Ms. Freeman asked if the plans would be presented at an actual meeting, and Nakaoka 
responded that it would probably be a zoom meeting. Ms. Bosley then added that it is her 



understanding that the plans will just need an administrative review, and Nakaoka 
responded that he would find out when the plans are submitted. Nakaoka believes approval 
should go pretty smoothly. Ms. Freeman asked if the roof can be done before the rainy 
season, and Nakaoka responded that the District is working towards that goal. 

Nakaoka also mentioned that the roof will be replaced with composite shingles. It is a 
modern shingle, which is permissible, as it will look like the original roof. 

V. TREE REPLACEMENTS IN STRA THEARN HISTORJCAL PARK: Ms. Bosley told the 
Committee that Grounds Maintenance Supervisor John Krieger has been in contact with 
her and has planted a new tree behind the church. The pepper tree behind the gazebo is 
still not doing well, and she thinks it might be because of the pumping station in the Target 
parking lot pulling out too much ground water. This tree normally uses ground water for 
nourishment, and has not been watered in the past. Krieger has aeriated the soil around the 
pepper tree to try to get water down to its roots. 

Ms. Bosley also mentioned that the tree that used to be between the Library and the garages 
provided shade for weddings held in the gazebo. Without the tree there, the sun is terribly 
hot beating down on wedding participants. Nakaoka stated that he will speak with Grounds 
Supervisor Krieger about planting 3 or 4 more trees to help shade the area. 

VI. CELL PHONE TOURS: Ms. Bosley reported that the audio tour is up and running. The 
Historical Society approved purchasing the audio tour app at $14 a month, and Historical 
Park Specialist Carolyn Valdez did a temporary tour recording. Three volunteers, two of 
whom do professional voice-overs, are meeting to review the temporary audio tour and 
will be creating the final version of the tour. 

VII. UPDATE ON THE STRATEGIC OPENING SUPPLEMENTAL PLAN FOR 
MUSEUMS: Historical Society President Bosley stated that there is no update on the 
opening of the interior as museums are still to remain closed per the Governor's pandemic 
orders. Plans for the opening have been written, but currently there is no word on when 
the opening of the interior of museums might happen. 

Ms. Bosley also mentioned that people keep trying to figure out how to hold a reception at 
the park, but currently no food or beverage is allowed, and she doesn't think anything will 
change this month. 

VIII. PRINTZ/POWELL COLONY HOUSE INTERIOR: No additional work has been done 
on the interior of the Printz-Powell Colony House. Ms. Bosley mentioned that a new alarm 
was installed at the Colony House. 

Ms. Freeman mentioned the possibility of holding a virtual fundraiser for the Colony House 
interior, but the general consensus was that this would not be a good time to hold one. Ms 
Bosley reported that a meeting had been held with an interior designer to discuss design 
ideas for the interior of the Printz Colony House. In addition, a meeting was held with a 
person who may help with fundraising for the Colony House. 
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IX. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST: Ms. Bosley also asked about events during the remainder 
of the year. Many other historical agencies have already canceled all of their events until 
the end of the year, and she has been wondering about Veteran's Day and Dia de Los 
Muertos. It's possible that Dia de Los Muertos will have to be canceled, or it might be 
possible to adapt it to be a smaller event with just altars which can be placed outside. This 
has been a very popular event, and the altars are very important to the people who have 
participated. Dancers have already been booked forNovember I, 2020, which is the date 
currently scheduled for Dia de Los Muertos. Having a limited number of altars placed 
inside the barn and allowing a limited number of visitors was also mentioned. 

Ms. Freeman stated that she hopes we are able to have a Veterans Day event this year -
possibly a scaled back one with no food. 

No determination was made regarding Dia de Los Muertos or Veterans Day. 

Ms. Bosley also mentioned the 3rd grade school tours that are held at Strathearn Historical 
Park and Museum every year from January through May. Planning for the tours would 
need to start soon, with materials sent out next month. Due to the uncertainty of how school 
will be conducted this school year, the Historical Society was considering sending a 
questionnaire to 3rd grade Simi Valley teachers to see what they think about possibly 
holding on-line tours. The Historical Society believes that they should have something in 
place to support the 3rd grade teachers as the history of the Chumash Indian culture is part 
of the 3rd grade curriculum. 

Ms. Freeman suggested possibly making a video on the history of Simi Valley and the 
history of the Chumash Indians that the teachers could show. Ms. Olson suggesting 
showing a video of the various hands-on activities that the school children normally do in 
the Chumash classroom. 

X. SET TIME AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 5:30 
p.m. 

XI. ADJOURN MEETING: The meeting was adjourned by Director Freeman at 6: 15 p.m. 

~aoka 
Director of Planning & Maintenance 

3 


